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First ISFC Inter-School Quiz and Painting Competition

ISFC hosted its first edition of Inter-School competition on 17th November 2011 in Hyderabad. The event saw an
overwhelming response from students and schools. The event witnessed more than 300 students participating in
the Quiz and Painting competition. The competition was held at the Center for Economics and Social Studies
(CESS), Ameerpet, Hyderabad. ISFC thanks to all the schools and students who participated and our partner School
Tools for co-sponsoring the event.

Quiz Competition

The team (Mamta Choudhary and Sai Shivani) from SMP Model High School, Rajendra Nagar emerged as the
winner of the first ISFC Inter-School Quiz Competition. After a tough tie-breaker round, the team (Nandini D and
Vivek N) from Srujana High School, Uppal finished at 2nd place while the team (Phanindra Gupta and B
Lokesh) from Kotwal’s High Schools, Bolaram secured the 3rd place.

The Winner (Left) , Runner-up (Center) and 3rd ranked team (Right) receiving trophies from our Director Brajesh Mishra

Painting Competition (Theme: “My Dream India”)

The jury consisting of Mr. Nageshwar Rao, the well known artist whose work can be seen in various daily newspa-
per and Mr. Srinivas Yerra , the Animation Production Manager at Star Features Pvt. Ltd. picked up the top 10 stu-
dents. The first prize in the painting competition was won by Mamta Choudhary from SMP Model High School,
Rajendra Nagar ; the second prize went to D Sai Akhil from Pragathi Vidya Niketan High School, Amberpet
and G Sai Pragna from Srujana High School, Uppal won the 3rd prize.




TENNIS IN ECONOMICS

Sunrays For Thursday
by Priya & Sanjay Tandon

Mrs Muralidhar was trying hard to make herself heard
above the buzzing and hissing sounds in the class. This
class of B.Com 1st year was especially bad. They seemed
to have endless things to chat about. They seemed to
want to do everything but listen to Mrs Muralidhar who
was trying her utmost to teach them the basic tenets of
Macro Economics. After twenty minutes of unfruitful
lecturing, she found her voice going hoarse and a split-
ting headache surfacing. She noticed that some of the
students were repeatedly staring out of the window and
at the sports centre. A lawn tennis match was going on
and a lot of cheering could be heard.

All of a sudden, Mrs Muralidhar shut her book and
said, “That seems to be a very interesting match. Shall
we all go down and watch it?” The students looked at
her wide-eyed, not quite sure that they had heard cor-
rectly. She repeated, “Shall we all go down and watch
the match?” All of them; boys and girls, sprang up from
their seats and said, “Wow! Let’s go!” They ran down
the stairs and into the sports centre. Soon they were all
a part of the cheering crowd. The match was a gripping
one. One after the other, the players gave shot after
shot. Each player had her own fan following and
friends. Soon the match was over and the crowd dis-
persed. The following day, Mrs Muralidhar entered the
class. For once, the students smiled at her. She said,
“So, class! Did you enjoy the match yesterday?” All of
them chorused, “Yes, Ma’am!” She said, “Do you know
what makes the match go on?” The youngsters did not
understand what she was asking. “Do you know, what is
the most important thing for a match to take place?”
Someone said, “A tennis court!” Another voice said,
“Sports man spirit;” yet another said, “Talent and com-
mitment.” “No,” said the teacher, shaking her head.
“The most important thing for a match is that there
should be two players. They have to give back one for
one. If either of the players does not take the shot and
does not respond to the shot, the match cannot go on.
How can one player alone, play a match?” The students
nodded. Mrs Muralidhar said, “Today, we are going to
play Antakshari. I am not in the mood to teach.” The
students were quite amused and intrigued by her but
they felt that it would be fun to play along. It was boys
versus girls and the game started. The girls sang a
popular hindi number ending with ‘m’ The boys were
quick to sing a song from a latest Bollywood film. The
game went on. Each team was trying to prove its mettle.
Soon it was time for the class to be over and much to
everyone’s disappointment, the game came to an abrupt
end. The teacher left. Interestingly, after college was
over, the game picked up again in the ground and went
on for hours. The next day, Mrs Muralidhar entered
and found the class to be very receptive. She said,
“Friends, my last two classes with you have been very
exciting and enjoyable. That was so because each one of
you was eager to participate. Economics is basically a
dry subject. Teaching is akin to a tennis match or a
game of Antakshari. I keep giving my best shot but I get
no response from you. I sing my song, but I get nothing
in return. What I want to tell you is that if you do not
pay attention to what I speak, this match of Eco-
nomics cannot go on. economics Can’t go on. Think of
it as Tennis or Antakshari or Economics, but unless you
are physically and mentally here and actively participat-
ing, the match ends here and now!” Silence reigned in
the class. A few minutes later the teacher said, “So,
should we start the match, or shall we call it quits?”
Simply and surely they said,

“Start the match, Ma’am.”Well many Eco-

matches were played in that class over that aca- :

demic year. The series ended with the end of
B.Com 1st Year. But the story does not end here.

Forty two years later an old Mrs Muralidhar,
opened a packet delivered to her by courier. Her :
wrinkled and aged fingers opened it to find a i

book, “Macro-Economics made easy” by G. M.
Lamba. There was a card jutting out of the book.
She opened the book at the page at which it had
been flagged, to find herself staring at the
‘Dedication’ page. It read:

Dedicated to my Economics teacher, Mrs Isha
Muralidhar, who taught me to play the tennis
match in the economics class, each day ”

Her trembling hands picked up the card that had
fallen into her lap and read “Ma’am, this book
is ... because you were. Thank you for mentoring
me. Gokul Mohan Lamba.”

Teaching is not just rattling off information to a
disinterested bunch of listeners. Teaching can be
magical if only the teacher is really involved in it.
After the parents, the teachers are the ones who
leave the most lasting impressions on young
minds.

RTE norms flouted: HC seeks reply
by Dec 21

The Delhi high court has demanded an explana-
tion from the state government on allegations
that it has failed to act against unaided private
schools that violated provisions of the RTE Act by
refusing admission to economically poor chil-
dren.

A bench, comprising acting chief justice A K Sikri
and Justice Rajiv Sahai Endlaw, recently issued
notice to the Delhi government and its Director-
ate of Education and sought their replies by De-
cember 21 on a PIL by NGO Social Jurists. The
bench also sought a report from the government
about steps taken by it to monitor the implemen-
tation of the RTE Act provisions relating to ad-
mission of children belonging to economically
weaker section against 25 per cent seats reserved
for them. Appearing for the NGO, counsel Ashok
Aggarwal submitted that many schools have de-
liberately reduced the number of seats at the en-
try level classes to escape the obligation to admit
kids from poor strata of society. While the gov-
ernment has failed to take any action against the
erring schools, the PIL claims that schools have
devised this ploy to admit negligible numbers of
poor children under the category, defeating the
objective of the RTE Act. The lawyer also con-
tended that the government has not established a
district admission monitoring committee in each
district as required under Clause 7 of the eco-
nomically weaker section admission order issued
by it in January.

The bench has now fixed December 21 as the next
date of hearing. In a related matter earlier, the
state government had claimed that it is giving
finishing touches to a policy for ensuring students
are admitted to private schools as per the RTE
Act. Tt said under the policy students admitted
under RTE will also be provided amenities envis-
aged under the Act.
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